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Profile: 
John Richard has worked for Tanzania Forestry Research Institute as a researcher since 2004. His 

research aim to improve conservation of native ecosystems in the tropics.  He headed the Lushoto 

Silviculture Research Centre from 2008 to 2011, and thereafter joined Sokoine University of 

Agriculture for PhD studies. His PhD research addresses the problem of anthropogenic disturbances 

on conservation of biodiversity hot-spot areas, particularly East Arc Mountains of Tanzania. 

 

John has a particular interest in conservation of forest ecosystems from plants invasion and 

anthropogenic disturbances. He has done several surveys on Invasive Alien Species in the Eastern 

Arc Mountains. Also, through research he is promoting sustainable utilisation of various ecosystem 

services emanating from forests to improve livelihood of surrounding communities. With a strong 

background in Forestry, he has been involved as a scientist in various national and international 

projects on plant invasion and community forestry.  

 

John did his graduate studies in the frame of a Darwin Initiative project, ‘Combating Invasive Alien 

Plants Threatening the East Usambara Mountains in Tanzania’, during which he has established 

close links to regional and local stakeholders affected by woody Invasive Alien Species. Currently, 

he is involved as a scientist in a project funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation and the 

Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation. The project which aims to mitigate the effect of 

woody invasive alien species on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being in selected 

areas in Tanzania, Ethiopia and Kenya.  
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